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Sedgefield Ball Game winner 2024 - Harrison Lower

Harrison Lower with mum, Michelle Lower, brother Freddie Lower, and dad, Martin Lower

The 2024 Ball Game was started by Rita Curry and, as tradition T AN
dictates, she passed the ball through the bull ring in the centre of the Rotary selgtnen. S}@
village before throwing it to the crowd. Secigefield sedgefietd Trust StposrirLy
The game was well attended and the usual scrums, running and

kicking were seen along with an incident of the ball getting stuck on Sedgefield

the roof of a bus. Players rocked the bus back and forth to retrieve
the ball and continue the game!

The game was won by Harrison Lower, aged 19 who adds another

win to the Lower family tally as dad, Martin, had won the game back .
in 2012. Do you kr}ow of someone who has made an exceptional
contribution to Sedgefield? Why not nominate them for
Citizen of the Year 2023 or, for those under the age of 21
(on 31t December 2023), Young Citizen of the Year 2023.

Citizen of the Year &
Young Citizen of the Year 2023

They may have:

* Run a community group or project

* Excelled at representing our community

* Taken care of our environment and wildlife

+ Done an amazing good deed

* Been a positive role model for people in Sedgefield

The awards (and prizes!) will be presented at the
Annual Town Meeting in Sedgefield Parish Hall on

Tuesday 7th May 2024

Submit your nomination online by scanning -
the QR code to the right. Please contact E E
town.clerk@sedgefieldtowncouncil.gov.uk 3
or call 01740 621 273 if you require a 4

paper nomination form.
Nomination deadline: 27t March 2024

Get nominating now!

Ball Game photographs from Stephen Curry
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SCHOOL
Visiting residents at Willowdene Care Home W3

In a heartwarming display of community engagement, Sedgefield b
Hardwick's Year 2 class embarked on a special trip to Willowdene Care  Farowick
Home, modelling our character virtues among its residents. With their SR
kindness and caring nature, the children participated in various activities and
games, bringing a smile to the faces of the residents. Under the school's
community impact offer, this visit aimed not only to foster connections
between generations but also to contribute to the well-being of the wider
community.

During their visit, the students brought smiles to the faces of the care home
residents through their interactions and enthusiasm. They participated in a
number of activities such as board games, bowling, colouring and the classic
“Who am 1?”

The children demonstrated the
power of companionship and were
excellent ambassadors for our
school. Each interaction was filled
with warmth, reflecting the values of
empathy and care instilled in them
through the character virtues the
pupils have been learning about in
school. By sharing their time and
energy, the pupils not only added
value to the lives of the residents
but also learned valuable lessons
about empathy, respect, the
importance of giving back and
developing positive friendships.
This initiative highlights the positive impact that small acts of kindness can
have on the well-being of others, reinforcing the role models we want in our
school and society.

Artsmark

At Sedgefield Community College we place great value on the creative

and performing arts, making sure our students have lots of

opportunities to develop their interest in these and improve their artistic

skills. With this in mind, we were delighted to recently achieve the Artsmark
Silver Award. The Artsmark Award is nationally recognised as demonstrating
where schools and colleges have a real commitment to the arts.

Linked to this, we were delighted to provide all of our Y8 students with a chance
to work with a renowned cartoonist, James Parsons. This is the second year
that James has worked with our students and the standard of work that was
produced was incredibly impressive as you can see from these examples.
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As well as this, our Wednesday
Super Curriculum continues to
provide lots of opportunities for
students to develop their interest in
the arts with sessions relating to
watercolour painting, pottery and
textiles to name just a few. Once
again, it's fantastic to see and
celebrate the great pieces produced
by our extremely talented students!

Looking ahead to opportunities for our students to showcase their artistic and
performance skills, our Spring Music Showcase is taking place on Wednesday
20 March and we look forward to welcoming lots of parents and carers to the

school for this event.

Life saving awareness 3%

At Sedgefield Primary we aim w
to equip our pupils for life and,

with this in mind, we recently trained
all our pupils in the basics of first aid.
If a child knows the very basics,
checking breathing or heartbeat,
stopping blood coming out, calling an
ambulance and giving correct
information - they stand a very good
chance of stopping an injury getting
worse or may even save a life.

Whole school training was delivered
by the highly experienced Chris Hall
from Thrills and Skills for Life. Chris
runs first aid training for paediatrics
and for outdoor and everything in
between. Chris works with adults too
but says, “It is most satisfying,
teaching it to children. It ensures that
pupils as young as four years of age
know how to call an ambulance.

In fact, two children Chris has taught
have already saved adults’ lives.
Pupils at Sedgefield Primary listened
intently as Chris told their stories
within his training.

Pupils were thoroughly engaged
hearing Chris’ vast and varied world
life experience, as he has served in
the forces for 34 years - regular and
reserve. He served in Iraq and
Afghanistan and has been to 56
countries with the armed forces.
Pupils even wore army uniform that
has previously been worn in war torn
areas by soldiers.

Chris stated “l use skills and
experiences I've had across my life in
my team building and first aid training
- thus giving the training a real world
link.”

For further information on training :
chris@thrillsandskillsforlife.com
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Updated contact information

for Bradbury, Mordon and Fishburn

There is no longer a telephone number for Sedgefield News or Sedgefield
Development Trust. The postal address for both is 3a High Street, Sedgefield

TS21 3AT.

Contact details for our organisation and projects are:

Sedgefield Development Trust
Bees at Hardwick
Bicycle and Active Travel
Days In Days Out
Energy Switch
Farmers Market
Friendly Fixers
Homework Help
Sedgefield News
Advertising
Arts Update
Diary and events
Sports Update
Sew Easy
Thermal cameras
Woodland & Wildlife

SE%GEFIELD

FARMERS MARKET

admin@sedgefielddevelopmenttrust.co.uk

Facebook Bees at Hardwick

Facebook Sedgefield Bicycle and Active Travel
Brenda 07597 116847 or bustybee@live.com
Peter 07572 502904

farmers@sedgefielddevelopmenttrust.co.uk
repaircafe@sedgefielddevelopmenttrust.co.uk

homework@sedgefielddevelopmenttrust.co.uk

news@sedgefielddevelopmenttrust.co.uk

adverts@sedgefielddevelopmenttrust.co.uk
sedgefieldartsandevents@outlook.com

diary.sedgefieldnews@gmail.com

chrisjlines@aol.com
Dorothy 07773 286743
thermal

sedgefielddevelopmenttrust.co.uk

woodland@sedgefielddevelopmenttrust.co.uk

G CAMERA LOAN SCHEME

A project by Sedgefield Development Trust

On the Green, First Sunday Morning Every Month.

Sunday 3 March
on the Village Green

We welcome our usual traders to

the Farmers Market and are pleased
to support the Sedgefield Mayor who
will have a tombola stall to raise
funds for his chosen charities.
a big thank you to our volunteers,
without them we would not have the
Market. If you would like to volunteer

just email your details to :

farmers@sedgefielddevelopmenttrus

As reported last month, the booking
slots for this winter are full, however,
we have been able to allocate some
slots to borrow our new standalone
camera that does not need
connection to a mobile phone.

You can find out more about the
scheme and how to book for next
winter at sedgefieldweb.co.uk/
thermalimaging.html.
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Also,
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Sedgefield Development Trust contact details
3a Front Street, Sedgefield, County Durham TS21 3AT
email: secretary@sedgefielddevelopmenttrust.co.uk website: www.sedgefieldweb.co.uk

Friendly Fixers

Friendly Fixers Repair Café
has been fixing things for 18
months at our monthly meetings at
Fishburn Youth and Community
Centre. Every month people have
brought a range of items to us from
electrical, to garments, to
mechanical, to furniture, to ceramics,
and if we can fix them we will! One of
our volunteers, Lexi has been a
stalwart in the kitchen, welcoming
people with hot drinks and cake. She
is going to be taking a well-earned
break for a few months while she
looks after her new baby.
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We wish her all the best, and look
forward to seeing both her and baby
in the future. In the meantime, we
are keen to hear from anyone who
might be interested in joining us as a
volunteer. Opportunities include
helping out in the kitchen; meeting
and greeting people; taking details of
the repairs needed and doing triage
on repairs to identify what needs to
be done.

If you would like to get involved,
please get in touch.

Repair sessions are held on the first
Saturday of every month from
10:30am to 12:30pm at Fishburn
Youth and Community Centre.

HOMEWORK

A project of Sedgefield Development Trust

Homework Help needs some help,
please! We try to help every student
who asks, and right now, we need a
volunteer who can help a GCSE
English student towards the exam in
May, particularly on the literature
side. If you have some knowledge or
experience in this area and could
give an hour or so per week to work
with this student, or if you'd just like
to ask more what Homework Help
entails, please e-mail
homework@sedgefielddevelopmentt
rust.co.uk.

We'd like to say a huge THANK YOU
to all our volunteers - you make a
positive difference to young lives;
you are precious.
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u3a update

uda
At this month’s meeting we
were dismayed and rather frightened
to learn from Kelly Close from the
Cleveland Police Fraud Protection
team just how easy it is for
determined scammers and fraudsters
to access any of our personal data
online. In one exercise, she showed
that, of the fifty or so members
present, only half a dozen of us had
email addresses that hadn't been
accessed at some time by an
unauthorised person. Check yours too

on haveibeenpwned.com.

She gave us information about further
securing passwords by using 2 Factor
Authentication which is regularly
updated and VPNs which help privacy
online by encrypting the connection
between your device and the internet.
Having now updated our apps and
emails and promised to be ultra
careful whom we share passwords
and data access with, hopefully most
of us are now more secure.

Kelly did highlight the fact that many
people believing in the adage that
‘courtesy and politeness don't cost
you anything’ in talking to cold callers,
are in fact wrong. In many cases it can
cost you thousands of pounds! Just
put the phone down or close the door
immediately.

With our new-found grant money,
several groups have been organising
and finalising trips out of the village.
The Lunch Group will be going to
Middridge, the Theatre group are to
productions at Newcastle Theatre
Royal and at Billingham Forum, and
the Homes and Gardens group are to
visit Ormesby Hall. Many more trips
and visits are currently being planned.
Hopefully we'll have a long, warm
summer to take advantage of them.

Ormesby Hall by Simon Armstrong

| know the saying is about ‘teaching
your grandmother to suck eggs’, but
us grannies in Sedgefield u3a are
going to learn how to blow eggs and
then decorate them using both
traditional and more modern methods.
We'll also be making baskets or bowls
to display them. Our Pop-up craft
group is all about learning new skills
and leading up to Easter, we thought
this would be an ideal way to spend
three or four afternoons.

STEVE’'S NATURE DIARY

With spring just around the corner many of us will be turning our thoughts to
the garden. | have just checked my bird nest boxes for damage, put on my

gardening gloves and cleared out last year’s nests ready for this year. Blue Tits
have already started to investigate the nest box and a Great Tit has been
calling “teacher teacher” - its characteristic call for a few weeks meaning
spring is nearly here. The total area of all gardens in the UK exceeds that of our

nature reserves, and as
development destroys trees, hedges
and old buildings, natural nesting
sites are in decline. Nest boxes
placed in gardens can make a real
difference to the success or failure
of a breeding species in an area,
especially when accompanied by
the regular supply of suitable food
and water. If you don’t have a nest
box up, you still have time. You can
find out more information about

them at wildlifetrusts.org/actions/
how-build-bird-box.
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Other gardening jobs will be pruning back the Buddleia ‘ready for a show of
flowers in the summer’ and buying some compost.

Talking of compost, | hope like me, you have moved over to using peat free
compost. Extracting peat for compost is bad for our climate and for wildlife.
Peatlands provide habitat for a rich diversity of plants and animals. Migrating
birds feed on peatland insects, while snakes and lizards also thrive in these
special places. The UK is already one of the most nature-depleted countries in
the world and extracting peat destroys complex ecosystems that are vital for
nature’s recovery. You might remember | have mentioned in the past that the
UK Government committed to a ban on the sale of bagged peat compost back
in 2022. A ban requires changes to the law - and this has not yet happened.
The good news is that, in the meantime, many retailers have already removed
bagged peat compost from their shelves. More people than ever are going
peat-free and helping to keep peat in bogs, not bags! However, peat could be
lurking in some unexpected places. These include potted house plants, in trays
of bedding plants, and even some of the food we eat like mushrooms and

salad leaves can be grown in peat!

For centuries, it was believed that peatlands were of no value unless drained or
extracted from. Today, we know this is not true — so why are 80% of the UK's
peatlands still degraded? Peat extraction for gardening and growing directly
contributes to the decline of our peatlands, with knock-on impacts for the
interlinked nature and climate crises. You can find more information about the
“The Wildlife Trusts” Hidden Peat Campaign at wildlifetrusts.org/ban-sale-

peat.

Over the next few months we will be
updating and modernising our
website; the current system makes it
very difficult to add photos and
entries, and we are aware it is very
‘wordy’. The national u3a are
promoting a new operating system
and we will be migrating to that
shortly. In the meantime there’s lots
of information, details and contact
details on the current site if you'd
like to learn a little more on what we
stand for.

At our meeting on 1 March, Robert
Pullen will be talking about sleep and
dreams. Bob gave an extremely
interesting and entertaining talk last
year on the brain and how it works,
closing his presentation with a
bamboozling card trick. | wonder
what he’s got up his sleeve this
time? If you are retired and would
like to join us then, do come along

and find out.
Christine Balfour

Memorabilia from 40+ years of twinning
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A fond farewell

Last month, members of Sedgefield
Twinning Association, along with
Sedgefield Mayor David Jasper and
his German counterpart
Burgermeister Bernd Romanski of
Hamminkeln, got together to
celebrate over 40 years of links
between the two towns and to bid an
emotional farewell to the Association
which has managed the exchange
programme on behalf of Sedgefield
Town Council for all of those years.
Herr Romanski brought two long-term
twinners with him from Germany:
Anneliese Hecheltjen and Hildegard
Koesters. Guests were served a
delicious dinner at Hardwick Hall
Hotel, followed by poignant speeches
from both mayors and from Chair
Alda Houghton, as well as several
guests. After the meal, superb
entertainment was provided by Lirica.

Enjoying a performance from Lirica

The twinning partnership grew out of
a friendship between then mayors
Derrick Lofthouse and Heinrich
Meyers. With the war still in living
memory for many and with the Berlin
Wall still dividing Germany itself, there
was never a better time to deliver on
the promise of the partnership
agreement “to encourage and
strengthen friendship between the
people of Sedgefield and
Hamminkeln”. Many will have fond
memories of the numerous
exchanges that took place between
members of the Association and
friends from Hamminkeln, as well as
those involving scouts, schools, and
the local choirs. Deep friendships
were fostered that continue to this
day.

While the Twinning Association is
now shutting down, the formal
partnership will continue and the links
between the two towns will live on in
the hearts of all those who have been
involved. In more recent years, those
links have been used to start a less
formal exchange between the running
clubs in both towns and perhaps
those less formal ties, with
engagement from local clubs and
associations, will be how the
partnership continues. Already,
Burgermeister Romanski is planning
to return for our German-themed

“Bierfest”!
Philip Houghton

POLICE & CRIME

Every day, hard-working residents across the UK face the distress of
anti-social behaviour (ASB). Unfortunately, ASB is often seen as a
minor crime, downplaying its significant impact on individuals and
communities. If it's not addressed it can cause mental distress, anxiety,
disrupted sleep, relationship breakdowns, and feelings of powerlessness.
Shockingly, research by YouGov reveals that almost one in five adults have
considered moving home due to the impact of ASB on their lives.

This is unacceptable, which is why | am committed to a zero-tolerance
approach to ASB. To effectively combat ASB, we need to adopt an intelligence-
led and data-driven approach. Community intelligence is really important to
help us understand ASB patterns and trends as well as identifying those
responsible. Therefore, reporting incidents of ASB is so important. This is why

| have been working with the force to make reporting crime and anti-social
behaviour easier, accessible and more convenient so we can get an accurate
picture of ASB so we can target the hot spot locations.

Improving this has been a key focus since my election. The person answering

a 101 or 999 call is usually the first contact people have with the police and

has a significant impact on their trust and confidence. Its absolutely critical we
get this right. I'm pleased to say Investment in technology and staffing is
starting to pay dividends.

All crime and incident related calls are now triaged via the force switchboard.
(staffing has increased from three to 11 operatives) On calling 101, an
automated voice message now provides the option to report a crime or
incident, diverting these calls to the Triage Team.

There is also a dedicated section on the Durham Police and Crime
Commissioner’s website durham-pcc.gov.uk created to make it easier for
residents to report ASB to the appropriate agencies and understand their
rights. Let us work together to ensure that no one suffers in silence and
minimize the impact of ASB on individuals' lives.

Joy Allen

The Hardwick Arms has reopened its doors with a new look, rebranded
bar and lounge. In the lounge, there is comfortable seating, a relaxing
atmosphere and a pool table. There are casual dining options made up of fast
food and pub classics.

BUSINESS
Open Arms
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For those on the school run, the new opening hours are from 3pm from
Wednesday to Friday with a special deal for a children’s main meal with a cake
and hot drink for you. Sunday roasts are available each week including a small
plate option for smaller appetites. As with all the food options, these are
available for dining-in, for collection or for delivery.

The Arms are striving to be the community pub of Sedgefield and are providing
support to 3 local football teams and other local sponsorships. The hotel
continues to operate and corporate rates are available to local businesses.
There have been lots of changes at
the Hardwick Arms but there remains
a warm welcome. Find out about their
upcoming events on their website
hardwickarmshotel.co.uk, their
Facebook page “Hardwick Arms Bar
and Lounge” or give them a call on

01740 622305.
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ARTS

sedgefieldartsandevents@outlook.com

Stockton Calling

Our festival season kicks off on 30
March with a weatherproof one-dayer
across ten indoor venues in Stockton.
The line up is a mix of headliners and
household names like The Bluetones
and The Enemy supported by
upcoming North East talent such as
local bands End Credits and Gone
Tomorrow.

Stockton Calling is now well
established on Teesside, having
operated for over ten years, and with
over 80 acts crammed into one day
there is something for everyone.
Tickets are priced at £40 and are

available at stocktoncalling.co.uk/

book.

TIC
www.stocktoncalling.co.uk
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GEMMA ROGERS
GONE TOMORROW
HECTOR GANNET IVIES
LIZZIE ESAU LOCK-IN
MAEVE AND THE TRAINS MARINA JOSEPHINA
MELANIE BAKER MT. MISERY
PAVE THE JUNGLE REIGNMAKER
SAFE AT ANY SPEED SCRUFFY BEAR
SPIELMANN SUNBEAM
THE CHASE THE GUEST LIST
TINA SANDWICH TRUNKY JUNO
WINGS OF DESIRE
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GIRLBAND!

JAM TUB

THE SLATES
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Mayor’s Music Night

Head to the Parish Hall on 22 March
for the usual entertainment, fun and
games courtesy of Mayor Dave
Jasper. The Moondogs are a vibrant
local band with a nationwide
reputation, playing all your favourites
from the 50s and 60s.

Mayor’s "gﬁc Nigp;

Tickets
Cash Bar
Bring Your Own Snacks Friday 22nd March
Raffle 7:30pm
Games Parish Hall Sedgefield

Sedgefield Rock & Blues Club

Sedgefield Rock and Blues Club has
achieved legendary status in its
relatively short 15 year history, not
only hosting countless luminaries
including Buddy Whittington and
Chantel McGregor, but also being
itself inducted as a venue into Blues
Hall of Fame. March sees the club
reopen it's doors to welcome The Alex
Fawcett band, who all hail from the
North East and who play a mix of
covers and original music. For a full
list of scheduled gigs & to buy tickets
visit sedgefieldblues.com.
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Adele Parks Masterclass

Best-selling local author of over 5
million volumes Adele Parks MBE
has written 23 novels to date. On 22
March she participates in a 2-hour
workshop session with fans and
aspiring authors at Teesside
University. Details are available at:
eventbrite.co.uk/e/beyond-the-book-

with-adele-parks-tickets-
803274484607.

More local events

Workshops at Loft to Loved,
Sedgefield

Loft to Loved hosts workshops in
fused glass, greeting cards and
suncatchers, as well as many more
throughout March, prices vary.
fromlofttoloved.co.uk.

Murmuration at The Bowes Museum,
Barnard Castle

Exploration of the history of birds in
art, featuring contributions from a
global gathering of artists.

Until 23 June, free with day ticket
thebowesmuseum.org.uk/exhibitions/
murmuration/.

Keep Calm and Paint with Acrylics,
The Willow Barn, Wynyard

Classes for beginners as well as
experienced painters.

7 March 6:30pm £30
eventbrite.co.uk/e/keep-calm-and-
paint-with-tickets-797731224567?aff.

InterACT Festival 2024 online and
live, ARC Stockton

The Northern School of Art stages 8
short plays over 2 evenings, at the
ARC or watch online, no fixed fee.
19 and 21 March 7pm
arconline.co.uk/whats-on/the-
northern-school-of-art-presents-
interact-festival-2024/.

The Motive and the Cue (15), The
Witham, Barnard Castle

The Evening Standard award-winning
best new play gets a screening at The
Witham, starring Mark Gatiss as
Gielgud and Johnny Flynn as Burton
28th March 7pm £12-14
thewitham.org.uk/event/national-
theatre-live-the-motive-and-the-cue-

15/.

a new play by Jack Thorne
directed by Sam Mendes
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SPORTS chrisjlines@aol.com

It's possible that spring might have sprung by the time that | write next month’s
sports update, which means that local cricket action won’t be too far away.
Indoor training is well underway and some members of Sedgefield Cricket Club
have been honing their fitness at events like the Ball Game (congratulations to
Harrison Lower for following in his dad’s footsteps and winning the game). Next
month, I'll have a preview of the cricket season that lies ahead. For now, it's
back to sports that better suit the mud.

\

Athletics

As mentioned last month, Sedgefield hosted the English Northern Cross
Country Championships on 27 January. Held in East Park, the event proved to
be a great success, attracting almost 2,000 competitors from across the North
of England, plus a large number of spectators. Sedgefield was the venue for the
event for the first time since 1955, when it was held at the racecourse, which
played an important role again this time, by allowing participants to park on the
site.

Among the runners were many of the country’s best athletes, some of whom
have represented their nation at international events. The championships were
organised by Northern Athletics, with support from Sedgefield Harriers and
Durham County Council and Sedgefield Cricket Club, which acted as race
headquarters. Other local businesses were involved and the event was only
possible thanks to the contributions of many volunteers. Also in attendance
were Sedgefield MP Paul Howell, Chair of Durham County Council Joan
Nicholson and consort Rob Nicholson, Mayor of Sedgefield Dave Jasper and
consort Annette Lawson, and Chair of Sedgefield Town Council Cllir Mel Carr.
They were joined by Dave Allen, President of Northern Athletics, and Tony Wood,
Chairman of Northern Athletics, to
present prizes to the winners of the
races.

The two biggest fields of the day

were in the senior women'’s and

senior men’s races. The senior
women'’s event over 8.1km was won

by Lauren McNeil of Hallamshire
Harriers Sheffield in a time of 28
minutes and 35 seconds. Clubmate
Lauren Heyes was second in 29:00,
with Sophie Tarver of Wirral AC third
(29:35). There was a victory for the
North East in the senior men’s race over
12.1km, with Calum Johnson of
Gateshead Harriers claiming the title for the second time in 37:55, followed by
Angus McMillan of City of York AC in 38:25 and Matthew Ramsden of Blackburn
Harriers & AC in 36:53. Some drone footage from the start of the senior men'’s
race is worth a watch at youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=tPB4__FhCGY.

Although there was no silverware for Sedgefield Harriers, the club did have the
largest number of runners in the senior women'’s race, while also providing
many of the volunteers who marshalled around the course or managed traffic
and pedestrians. Local residents and members of other North East athletics
clubs also helped to stage the championships, along with numerous officials
from the region’s grass roots sports community.

A couple of weeks later after the cross country championships, there was
success for members of Sedgefield Harriers at the popular Stuart Pailor
Memorial Race (‘Old Monks'), organised by Hartlepool Burn Road Harriers, which
this year followed a revised route of just under six miles The event started and
finished in Hart village, and included two laps on trails around the edges of
fields and in and out of Castle Eden Dene. After sustained wet weather, the
runners had to battle thick mud and literally wade through water. First Harrier
over the line was Justin Cox, who was eighth overall in 41 minutes and 44
seconds, followed by Chris Lines in ninth (41:52) and David Walker in 14th
(43:53). Jane Spink won the women'’s race and was 21st overall in 45:45. The
second female Harrier was Lisa Darby (52:55), followed by Emma Featherstone
(54:46). Together, Jane, Lisa and Emma claimed the women'’s team prize for
Sedgefield. Harriers also took home numerous age category prizes — David
Walker was first V55 man and in the ladies’ race, Emma Featherstone was first
V40, Lisa Darby was first V50, and Susan Milburn was first V65. In total, 28
Sedgefield Harriers took part in the race, and some are still drying out now.

Lauren McNeil (no 116) won the senior women's
race at the 2024 Northern Cross Country
Championships - photo by lan Dunn

That's all for this month. As ever, send any sports news to chrisjlines@aol.com.

Rugby Union

Sedgefield District RUFC's first
XV have found some great
form just when they needed it most.
During a tough season, the team has
been flirting with relegation in the
second division of the Durham &
Northumberland League. However,
three successive, hard fought victories
have lifted Sedgefield out of the
danger zone. On 27 January, the team
edged a tight contest with DMP
Elizabethans, winning 25-24 and
gaining revenge for a defeat against
the same outfit earlier in the season.
Sedgefield followed this up with a
convincing 22-40 win away at
Houghton on 3 February, and then a
29-22 home success against Whitby.
Both DMP Elizabethans and Whitby
now sit below Sedgefield in the table,
which highlights the importance of the
recent wins. Sedgefield’s Saxons team
have been frustrated by cancellations,
but hope to return to action soon.

dgﬁeIdSaxonS ‘
The club is already preparing for its
end of season awards night, which will
be held on Saturday 6 April. More
details will be revealed in due course.
Find out more about Sedgefield
District RUFC on the club’s Facebook
page at facebook.com/
sedgefield.districtrufc and on its
website at pitchero.com/clubs/

sedgefielddistrictrufc.

The lead pack in the senior men's event at
the 2024 Northern Cross Country
Championships - photo by lan Dunn
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CEDDESFELD HALL

Easter Monday Picnic and Easter
Egg Hunt, 1 April 2pm to 4pm
Always great fun, the egg hunt (with
chocolate and sweety prizes) is for
children under 12yrs on the lawns.
There will be decorated eggs and
Easter bonnet competitions, with
prizes for all ages. Families are
welcome to bring their own picnic
and the bar will open from 1:30pm
to 4pm.

SCA Quiz Night, Saturday 20 April
7:30pm for 8pm

£10 per person to include pie and
peas, with quiz master Peter Hinde
- tickets from behind the bar, or
from Pat, John, Sarah, or Peter.
Teams of 6 or less. The SCA quiz is
always very popular, so don’t be
disappointed! There will be a raffle,
and all proceeds will go towards the
entertainment and activities at the
Mediaeval Fayre.

Monday Tst April
At Ceddesfeld Hall

2pm-4pm: Egg hunt for children under 12
Prizes for all ages for Decorated & Dyed Eggs
& Easter Bonnets
BAR OPEN

'FREE!

Mediaeval Fayre, Saturday 18 May 10am to 4pm Village Green/Ceddesfeld Hall

The Fayre begins with the children’s
walking parade from Burton Mews to

o+ ey ; LR NS the central performance arena on the

Sedgefield Mediaeval Fayre village green. We're expecting,
?ROCLAMA’T[O ‘Mediaeval Madness’ this year, with
A fun day for the family the historical theme providing a taste

of the early, high and late Middle
Ages, with activities and
entertainment to suit everyone! The
parade will include children from
local primary schools and nurseries,
to culminate in demonstrations and
performances, with mediaeval
knights and re-enactments. SCA will
have two tombola stalls (bottles and
gifts) while around the green there
will be various craft and food stalls
as well as the traditional fun fair.
Throughout the day, the mediaeval
mayhem will continue with knights
who will demonstrate their combat
skills, local groups doing battle in the
tug of war and a fantastic falconry
display — not to be missed!

Ceddesfeld lawns will be open, for everyone to enjoy birds of prey, tool making,
face painting, circus skills, living history re-enactments, bucking bronco and
more! Delicious hot and cold refreshments will be served throughout the day
and the bar will be open.

Volunteers Essential!

SCA wholly rely on local people, community groups and businesses to get
involved, to engage and volunteer support in making large events such as the
Fayre sustainable and successful. Any financial sponsorship and support from
local firms and businesses, as well as practical help with setting up, taking
down, manning stalls, running activities etc, is very necessary, so please do get
in touch if you can offer any support and help with the events.

For more information on Ceddesfeld Hall events, regular activities, room hire
and bar opening times, contact Wendy on 01740 620206, Pat on 01740 620607,
John on 01740 620042, Sarah on 01740 622185 or visit our website on
www.sedgefieldsca.org.uk. Follow us on Facebook or contact SCA via email
info@sedgefieldsca.org.uk.

®

PR

SAVE THE DAT

Saturday 18th May 20

MAYOR'’S CORNER

What a coup for Sedgefield last
month when we hosted the English
Northern Cross Country
Championships in East Park. It was a
fantastic day of racing and a logistical
masterclass in organisation, with a
veritable army of volunteers drawn
from several village groups and
businesses. It was a great honour to
be asked to present the medals to
some of the winning athletes. | hope
that we can host the event againin a
few years’ time. Certainly, the main
players of Northern Athletics were
most impressed with the venue, the
course and the slick organisation.

1 March sees the Mayor’s Ball and, on
3 March, a Mayor’s Charity Stall at the
Farmers’ Market. The ever-popular
Moondogs will be strutting their stuff
on 22 March. Tickets are available
from the STC Offices on weekday
mornings. | hope to see you at some
(or all) of these events plus some of
the regular coffee mornings.

Take care and stay safe.
Dave Jasper

SEDGEFIELD
LYRICS YOUTH
CHOIR

For anyone aged 7-18 who loves to sing!
Fridays during term time

Ceddesfeld Hall, 6.00pm - 7.15pm

Annual Membership £25

Learn new songs. Take part in concerts & shows. We sing
Musicals, Rock/Pop, Classical, Folk, World Music and more!

For more information call Rob on 07813 601731
or email robert_guest1982@yahoo.co.uk

N Edgoose-Clubley
!_—J Computer Services
IT Support for Home and Business

Remote and On-Site Support
Computer Repairs \
Software & Hardware Support -
Wired &Wireless Networking = e
Virus Removal
Data Recovery

Price Match O] 740 622 420

Promise  www.edgoose.co.uk

As Always
No Fix
No Fee

Caravan
Storage

Safe secure site with electronic gate &
'security cameras near Sed?e ield/
Fishburn. Large plots, hard standings,
extra wide roads, good access.
Exit close to'A1/A19

Please contact 07974 728 307



http://www.sedgefieldsca.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/Ceddesfeld
mailto:info@sedgefieldsca.org.uk

PSG WEALTH
MANAGEMENT LTD

St
James’s
Place

R

Need a chat about pension planning?

| provide a wide range of financial advice
services including pension planning.

If you are looking to build, grow, protect or
preserve your wealth give me a call or drop me
an email for a chat
Andy Nettleton, Senior Financial Planner
01740 617720 [ 07920700627

andy.nettleton@sjpp.co.uk /www.psgwealth.co.uk

PSG Wealth Ltd is an Appointed d

ive of an
Wealth Management plc ind regulated by the F

SIP Approved 06/11/2023

P
HOLBROOK & CO
SEDGEFIELD

SELLING YOUR HOME?

! EDGEFIELDR
ADELE WRIGHT

Tel: 01740498114

Email: adele.wright@holbrookandco.co.uk

Branches spanning North Yorkshire,
Co. Durham, Tyne & Wear and
Northumberland

P H &CO Established 2002

Accountants & Business Advisers

The Manor House, West End, Sedgefield, TS21 2BW
Accounts & Taxation Services for Sole
Traders, Partnerships & Companies
FREE no obligation consultation
Fixed price contracts. Spread fees via
standing order. Business Start Up Advice.
Financial Forecasting & Business Planning.
Strategic Planning. Company Formations.
Payroll Bureau Service. Self Assessment.
VAT. Revenue & Customs Investigations.

Sage Installation & Training

01740 656212
» m info@peterahodgson.co.uk
m g Www.peterahodgson.co.uk

adverts

@sedgefielddevelopmenttrust.co.uk

Your Local Independent Optician

COOPER
*BARR-

4 Front Street, Sedgefield

www.cooperandbarr.co.uk
sedgefield@cooperandbarr.co.uk

meikles

solicitors

HOUSE SALES & PURCHASES
REMORTGAGES

POWERS OF ATTORNEY

MENTAL HEALTH
FAMILY & CHILDREN

YOUR LOCAL
LEGAL EXPERTS

01740 620 255

7 High Street, Sedgefield

& ADMIN SERVICES

For all your bookkeeping requirements.
Our services include
General bookkeeping & admin services
Monthly/Yearly Accounts
Self Assessments/VAT Returns

07855 544 858 — ekbook.keeping@gmail.com

Sedgefield

Dental
S’

Why settle for ordinary?

Q 3-9 Front Street
¢, 01740 621040

. MANGO(
The Smile rensely

You Want,
When You
Want It!

Smile with confidence,

book your free consultation now!
(@ Mango Dental Technologies @) 01740 645899

1Church View
Sedgefield
TS21 2AY

@' fo@mangodental.co.uk
@ www.mangodental.co.uk
@ /mangodental @ @Mangodentallab|

mango_dental

Sedgefield
Physiotherapy

Practice

Est. 2001

John Platts and his team of Chartered
Physiotherapists and State Registered
Podiatrists offer a wide range of services:

PHYSIOTHERAPY | MANUAL THERAPY
SPORTS MASSAGE | ACUPUNCTURE
AND CHIROPODY

Appointments available:
Monday - Friday from 8.30am - 8pm

Telephone: 01740 629 501
8 North End, Sedgefield, TS21 3BS

www.plattsphysio.com

DURHAM

CHIROPRACTIC

A Family Practice Serving County
Durham and Surrounding Areas
Since 1997

Locations: Durham & Sedgefield

SERVICES
Chiropractic | Chinese Acupuncture |
Remedial & Sports Massage |
| Shockwave Therapy |
Diagnostic Ultrasound

Sedgefield: 01740 669084
Durham: 0191 3757600

www.durhamchiropractic.co.uk

THANK YOU to all our advertisers - you enable
Sedgefield Development Trust to distribute
Sedgefield News free to well over 3000
readers in Sedgefield, Mordon,
Bradbury and Fishburn

FACIALS | NAILS | WAXING | MASSAGE
SALON IN SEDGEFIELD
@ © ©LKBEAUTYSEDGEFIELD
29 Wellgarth Mews, TS21 3NN

07702 66

, FREELANCE
~7 HAIRDRESSER

based in Sedgefield

For quality one-to-one hairdressing in the
comfort of your own home
With over 40 years experience, | can offer a full
range of hairdressing for ladies, gents and
children of all ages—seniors discounts
Appointments available daytime, teatime and evening

Call VENITA: 07774 921 986



http://www.durhamchiropractic.co.uk
mailto:ekbook.keeping@gmail.com
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Winterton Gas &

Plumbing Services
Sedgefield based Servicing Specialist

Boiler Installations & repairs:

Fires: Cookers & Hobs:
Meters: Combustion Performance

Analysis Landlord Certificates
Call 01740 621331

Mobile 07908614582 523788
OIL & GAS

J P SERVICES

* CENTRAL HEATING
SERVICE & REPAIR

INSTALLATION
GAS BOILER SERVICE |
« LANDLORD CHECKS
« GAS FIRE SERVICE

Jonathan Little
T: (01740) 629 321
M: 07795 417 665

E: jpl.oilandgasservices@hotmail.co.uk

REGISTER

No. 229560

(f) / jploilandgasservices

Carpenter & Joiner
General Builder

N. J. Burchett

Doors, kitchens,
stairs, windows.

Specialist in box frames and
sash replacements &
renovations.

All building and joinery work
undertaken.

Call Norman on

01740 622721
07768203505

Paul Jackson Builders
From Plans to Completion
For ALL Your Building Work
Call for FREE QUOTE
Tel: 01429 883 347
Mobile: 07904 812 028

NC Plumbing Services
NO JOB TOO SMALL

From drip to full bathroom re-fit
Free estimates - All work guaranteed
Out of hours call out available

Call Neil on 01740 474045
Mobile: 07882233219

Bathrooms, radiators, towel rails, central
heating problems, garden taps, washing
machines, dishwashers, kitchen sinks ...

lan D Vickers

Extensions * Alterations * Kitchens
Bathrooms * Landscaping

BUILDING SERVICES

47 Winterton Avenue, Sedgefield

07837 897098 / 01740 238731
Email ianvickers86@gmail.com

PROUDMAN
PLASTERING LTD

Lime Plaster/Render
Specialist

ALL TYPES OF PLASTERING

2 coat solid plastering and coving
Clean, professional service
25+ years experience
Contact for a free estimate:

07908 144754

or email:
proudmanplastering@hotmail.com

British Gypsum Certified Plasterer

JOHN
CREATIVE EaN
TILING &
SYEINE

FREE
QUOTE T: 01740 629722

M: 07758 418430
W: CREATIVE-TILING.COM

G. MCKENNA
BUILDING SERVICES LTD.
Builders Barn,
44a West End, Sedgefield
For a professional service with over
35 years service. All your building &
home improvement needs
Specialists in extensions, self build,
barn conversions, loft conversions
and listed building works
All aspects of joinery and internal
remodelling
Please contact us for a free quote:

call 07903 923130 or email

gmbuildingservicesltd@gmail.com

Paul Watson Roofing

Sedgefield Based Local Roofer
All roofing work undertaken.
Felting, Slating, Tiling, Leadwork,
Dry Verge and Ridge, Skylights,
UPVC Fascias, Soffits, Guttering,
GRP rubber roofing & more.

Over 25 years experience.
All work guaranteed.
Facebook - Paul Watson Roofing

For an honest quote call

07881 538165

Any questions or queries about
advertising in Sedgefield News —

please e-mail
adverts@sedgefielddevelopmenttrust.co.uk

ALDERSON

PROPERTY IMPROVEMENTS

ALL ASPECTS OF CARPENTRY AND
JOINERY UNDERTAKEN

» Kitchens designed and fitted

* Wardrobes and storage solutions

* Alcove cabinets and shelving units

* Media walls and panelling

» Doors and stairs

« Garden rooms and home offices

» Decking, fencing and gazebos

» Full house renovations and internal alterations
« Garage conversions

Phone: 07742 537705
e-mail: jalderson91@yahoo.co.uk

Ferryhill Roofing Contractors

For all types of roofing, including
flat roofing, guttering, fascias and
soffits. Free estimates.

Over 30 years working locally.
Call Trev on

01388 420 152
or 07887 886 558

L M Windows

Windows, Doors, Composite Doors,
Bow Conversions, Patio/French doors,
Window & door repairs, Fascias, Soffits.

Certass Registered, full insurance
backed guarantee and Mtc Registered.

Call Lee on 07720 391002 or
01740 623323

www.Imwindows.co.uk



mailto:ianvickers86@gmail.com
mailto:gmbuildingservicesltd@gmail.com
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LS DECORATORS

For Quality and Service
All Internal and External
Work Undertaken
For a free estimate,
call Liam on

07508 284 164

NIGo

Electrical -
Alex Allcock "‘
E: Alex@AllGo-Electrical.com CI&‘
M: Guilds

[EaL |
Electrical Contracting | EV Charging
Industrial | Commercial | Renewables

) pGROUNDWORKS

for mini-digger hire,
driveways or patios in
stencil-crete,
tarmac, block paving or
concrete, dropped kerbs,
fencing, garden walls,
drainage, turfing,
house & garden removals etc.
Ring Jack on

07909 773829
or 01642 034235

Juniper Groundworks
for all aspects of
groundworks and more

— Driveways

— Patios

— Porcelain

— Landscaping
— Drainage

— Fencing

Call Benjamin for a free quotation:
07496 132 907
See our work on
Instagram and Facebook:
[ @ junipergroundwork

— Etc. 3 @ Juniper groundwork

DO O Am

Locks Changed - Lock Repairs
Mechanism Repair/Replacement
Door Adjustment - Door Furniture
Emergency Door Opening
Q0% OF PARTS IN STOCK

24 Hour Emergency Call Out

01388 741 114
07748 044 808

www.shildonlocksmiths.co.uk

& Michelle Quigley
Driv e 07807 989 037
Learn with a female
driving instructor.
Call to discuss prices and special deals.

® friendly, patient and professional
® discount for beginners & block bookings
® theory and practical tuition

Call Paul Stanley on
07789 677 153

www.stansschoolofmotoring.com

Corner Electrics
Need a small job doing?
Quick response to all your needs
LIGHTS * FAULTS * REPAIRS
Domestic & Commercial Services
Call Jim on 07725 205 172
or 01740 239 858
Satisfaction Guaranteed

Factory Carpets
& Laminates

Quality flooring at discount prices
Over 400 rolls of carpet & cushion-floor in
stock. A selection of laminate flooring with
fitting service.
Full range of rugs and beds in store:
Free delivery on all purchases
Free estimates & home pattern service

We can beat any genuine quote!!

24 Front Street South,
Trimdon Village, TS29 6LZ

Phone: 01429 880220

Gutter Cleaning
Gutters and downpipes cleaned
using vacuum system.

No ladders. On-board camera.
Soffits, fascias and
conservatories cleaned.
Gutters repaired and renewed.

07519 376870 (Local)

THANK YOU to all our advertisers—you enable
Sedgefield Development Trust to distribute

Sedgefield News free to well over 3000
homes and businesses in Sedgefield, Mordon,
Bradbury and Fishburn - as well as online

EAST DURHAM

Tree and Garden Services
Tree removal/reduction. Stump Grinding.
Hedge removal/reduction. Turfing. Fencing
Regular grass cutting. Garden maintenance
Professional advice & service
All tree works carried out to BS 3998
Call Darryl at 01429 599723
or 07833978801

www.edtgs.co.uk

LB Carpets and Flooring

Supply and fitting services
for carpets, Lino, laminate and LVT
Free estimates available
Home sampling services

Contact Liam on 07944 971176

south durham
gardening services

for all your gardening needs

free estimates
no job too small
local, reliable service

01740 654 237
07929 173 942

0 Find us on Facebook

Based in Sedgefield
with 1000’s of w# A%
satisfied customers

PROFESSIONAL
CARPET &

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

t: 07903781351
w: brightandkind.co.uk

AW Tree Care

Time Served Royal Horticultural Society
Arborist

Tree & Hedge Professionals
All Aspects of Tree Work
Felling, Dismantling & Pruning
Hedge Cutting
Emergency Call Outs
Site & Garden Clearance
Stump Removal & Grinding
Conservation & Habitat Work
Woodland Management
Tree Inspections and Reports
Sedgefield Based

01740 620216 / 07544 802 052
www.awtreecare.co.uk
Alexander Walker TechArborA., ND Arb,.
soc Arb Fully Insured &
Professionally trained

Sedgefield’s Premier

Cleaning Service
Still happy to help with cleaning your
house while you relax, with 6 years
experience. All cleaning products and
hoover included in the price. Deep
cleans, One-off cleans, Regular cleans.
References available, quotes free.

07887 216 614
mk.pipinal@gmail.com

SOUTH DURHAM
REMOVALS Ews

FULLY INSURED - READY - RELIABLE
REASONABLE

™07407 218516

www.southdurhamremovals.co.uk
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Mayor’s Ball, Hardwick Hall Hotel from 7pm, with the Travelin

’

Tickets £40 from Sedgefield Town Council Offices.

Word Day of Prayer, St. Edmund’s Church, 2pm. All welcome.
Sedgefield and District U3A, Sedgefield Parish Hall, 2pm.

Friendly Fixers, Fishburn Youth and Community Centre,

Reflections for Lent, Sedgefield Methodist Church, 10:30am

Sedgefield Farmers Market, Village Green, 8:30am to
Sedgefield Local History Society, Ceddesfeld Hall, 7:45pm.

Open Mic Night, Mordon Village Hall, 7:30pm. £3 per person.
Sedgefield Women's Institute, Sedgefield Parish Hall,

7:15pm. Our speaker is Dave Dean—"Staying safe, don't get
scammed”. Members’ competition is “A small teddy bear”.

Quiz, Pie and Peas, Mordon Village Hall, 7pm. £6.50.

Sedgefield WI, coffee morning, 10am to 11:30am, Sedgefield
Parish Hall, Home made cakes, raffle, everyone welcome!

Sedgefield Village Veterans, coffee morning, Sedgefield

Sedgefield Memory Café, Sedgefield Methodist Hall, 10:30am

to 12pm. For those living with dementia and carers.
Ferryhill, Sedgefield and District Flower Club, Sedgefield

Heather Curry—"Time for Tea”. Members free, guests £5.

Ferryhill, Sedgefield and District Flower Club, coffee

morning, Sedgefield Parish Hall, T0am to 11:30am. £2 for tea/

Mayor’s Music Night with the Moondogs, Sedgefield Parish
Hall, 7:30pm. Cash bar, bring your own nibbles. Tickets £12
from Sedgefield Town Council Offices (weekday mornings).

Sedgefield Games Club, Sedgefield Parish Hall, from 6pm.

Come along and play a variety of board games. £2.50.

DIARY
Please send information to diary.sedgefieldnews@gmail.com
March 2024
Friday 1
Band and top magician, Tom Bolton.
A talk by Robert Pullen on sleep and dreams.
Visitors welcome, £3.
Saturday 2
10:30am to 12:30pm. Repair café.
to 2pm. See posted for details.
Sunday 3
12:30pm. See page 3 for more information.
Monday 4
Women of the 1950s with Carol Dean.
Tuesday 5
Wednesday 6
Visitors always welcome (£4).
Friday 8
Friday 15
Parish Hall, 10am.
Tuesday 19
Parish Hall, 7:30pm. Flower demonstration by
Friday 22
coffee plus scone/cake. All welcome.
Saturday 23
Tuesday 26

7:30pm.

UNBOUNDED LOVE
Reflections for Lent
EVERYONE WILL BE WELCOME

y

Sedgefield Methodist Church
Saturday 2nd March 10.30 am to 2 pm

Refreshments and a light lunch provided

Scdgeﬁeld Area Churches Toge’chcr

Mordon and Bradbury Village Hall AGM, Mordon Village Hall,

SEDGEFIELD PLAYERS PRESENT

CALENDAR &
GIRLS

Written by Tim Firth and published by Samuel French.
Based on the Miramax motion picture.

TO BE PERFORMED

IN THE PARISH HALL,
SEDGEFIELD 14™ 15™

AND 16™ MARCH 2024
AT7.30PM N
Tickets: £8.50 and available from
www.sedgefieldplayers.co.uk,

wwwiticketsource.co.uk
and Tickety Boo

r

[=7% ' j

SEDGEFIELD LIBRARY
Tel: 0300 026 9521

Wednesday 9:30 to 12:30
Thursday 10:00 to 18:00
Friday 13:00 to 19:00
Saturday 9:30 to 12:30

Little Movers every Thursday from
10am, places need to be booked.

Craft Group, 2nd and 4th Friday
of the month from 1:30pm, places
need to be booked at the library.

Book Circle, 3rd Friday
of the month from 2pm.

Electricals and Battery Recycling
If you have an electrical item that no
longer works and is no bigger than a

microwave, we are collecting.

Lego Club
Every Friday from 4:30pm to 6pm.
Places need to be booked.

Digital Drop-In
Every Thursday 2pm-3:30pm.

Sedgefield Baby & Toddler Group
Methodist Church on Mondays from
9:30am to 11am (except Bank
Holidays). Suitable for babies,
toddlers and preschool children.
Please follow us on Facebook for
regular updates.

Making Tracks
Railway Society Club Night every
Wednesday evening from 7:30pm to
10pm in the Kell Room at
Ceddesfeld Hall. New members
welcome, under 13s to be
accompanied by an adult.

Sedgefield Social Club
Singer every fortnight, see
“Sedgefield Social Club Official”
Facebook page for details.

Sedgefield Carpet Bowls
Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons
from 1pm to 4pm in Ceddesfeld Hall.
The first 3 afternoons are a free trial

and then you have the option to
become a member.

Pop-in Club at Ceddesfeld Hall
Tuesdays 9:30am-12pm
Wednesdays 10am-12:30pm
Thursdays 1pm-3:30pm

Rita Curry starting the Sedgefield Ball Game

Sedgefield News is printed by The Print Factory:

01429 264777
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