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Photosearch winners  

Please note our new email address, sedgefieldnews@hotmail.com 

 

Sedgefield News would like to 

congratulate the two winners of its 
PhotoSearch competition. 

 

The ‘People’ category (top 

photograph) was won by Angela 
Fothergill. 

 

The ’Places category’ (bottom 
photograph) by Andrew Gill. 

 

The two winners each receive a 
certificate and £10 and will be 

contacted to arrange for the prizes 

to be presented.  
 

We would like to thank all those 

who entered the competition and 

complement them on their high 
standards. 

Judges comments 
 
People 

The off-straight horizon of the 
picture gives it a casual feel, just 

right for the chatty attitude of the 

two friends, making eye contact 
and obviously relaxed, leaning 

against the wall. The smiles look 

natural and intimate. 
 

Places 

This photograph has an 

atmospheric feel. The misty 
background sets the scene and the 

old farm building is framed in 

undergrowth adding to the derelict 
feeling. The positioning of the 

single tree adds depth to the 

composition. 
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Would you like a bus 
service in Sedgefield? 

 

Rod Laverick, who runs the 

Communicare buses in the Peterlee 
area would like to extend his area 

of operations to the Sedgefield 

area. There is currently a 

‘Shoppabus’ service to various 
supermarkets on a Thursday and 

Friday which can call at Sedgefield 

between 9.30 and 10.30am, 
returning between 12.00 and 

2.00pm. Fare £3 return. There are 

also regular bi-weekly trips to 
Bishop Auckland as well as monthly 

trips to Darlington and Stockton. 

Booking at least 48 hours 
beforehand would be essential. 

A further possibility is a local 

transport service for clubs and 
groups to take members to and 

from events in the village, e.g. 

DIDO or the Ceddesfeld drop-in. 

Also available are trips out to 
places like Ripon, York, Pickering, 

Hexham market and Northallerton 

market at very reasonable rates. 
Sedgefield Development Trust is 

conducting a survey into whether 

there would be enough interest in 
Sedgefield, Bradbury and Mordon 

to make the service viable. If you 

think you would use it regularly will 
you please telephone the Trust on 

01740 629011 and leave a 

message telling us your name, 

address and the group you belong 
to. If there is sufficient interest 

Sedgefield Development Trust will 

make arrangements to implement 
the various services.  

Durham County Council 

Election of Councillors 
The following persons have been nominated for election as a 

Councillor for Sedgefield at the elections 1st May 

Spring into Hardwick Park 
Now the season of spring has arrived (if not the weather) it is time for 
another update on the refurbishment of Hardwick Park. For those who 

haven’t been to the Park during the winter, considerable progress has been 

made, especially with the landscaping. The banks of the Serpentine have 
now been contoured and seeded while the pond dipping stations have been 

taken out, this will be re-sited to the west of the Gothic Bridge. The metal 

parkland fencing throughout the Park is largely in place. There is still some 
painting to finish and access points to the Temple have to be installed. 

Fencing in the East Park is also nearing completion. Tree and shrub 

planting is ongoing and a number of trees are soon to be removed to allow 

access from the new Heritage Resource Centre. The old rangers’ and 
education building will soon be demolished and the site covered in soil to 

form a gentle gradient down from the Resource Centre to the Serpentine 

suitable for disabled access. The building of the Heritage Resource Centre 
should be completed in May and fitting out should be finished by autumn 

ready for it to open. The toilets will be sited in the new building. 

These works have necessitated the removal of the childrens’ playground. 
The equipment was returned to the manufacturers to be refurbished and 

has now been re-installed on part of the existing car park next to the 

Gothic Ruin. It is hoped in the future to provide more extensive play 
areas around the perimeter of the Park. Tree planting in the East Park 

has started and should soon be complete. 

BRIMM Tony Douglas 

 

BROWN David 
 

BROWN Florence May 

 

COLLEGE Mark Scot 
 

COLLINSON James 

 
ROBINSON John 

 

WILLS Gloria 

Independent 

 

The Conservative Party Candidate 
 

The Labour Party Candidate 

 

British National Party 
 

British National Party 

 
The Labour Party Candidate 

 

Independent 

Other work in the near future includes the 

finishing of the Bottle Pond behind the 

dam, the installation of the stone and 
brickwork in the main Cascade, the 

completion of  the Rustic Bridge at the 

end of the Serpentine, the removal of the 

old car parks (after the new one opens) 
and the provision of steps through the 

Temple ha-ha. In addition, an enclosed 

compound and shelter will be constructed 
near to the Gothic Tower for the 

maintenance equipment for the Park. It is 

also planned to replace the boardwalk 
round/through the fen carr area at the 

south of the main Lake. 

One of the final pieces of the jigsaw will 
be the placing of seats (for which 

sponsorship is sought) and the 

interpretation materials. These are 

currently being manufactured. A 
reproduction of the original park gates will 

be fitted to the new car park entrance.  

 

Picture shows the Hardwick Park childrens’ 

playground which is nearly ready for 

opening 
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Raising the Rafters 
 

Despite being out of their usual performance space while the Parish Hall is 
being refurbished, Sedgefield Players scored another victory with their 

recent production "Raise the Rafters". Staged in the Rafters Bar of The 

Hope Inn during March, the show was a lively confection of songs, 
sketches, monologues and music.  

Musical highlights were provided by the Jasper family whose varied musical 

talents opened the show and  Rosemary Jones opened the second half in 
fine style with knockout renditions of Big Spender and Get Happy. The 

audience were whisked back to 1930s Berlin by Sarah Jone’s gutsy singing 

of Cabaret, followed by the audacious dancing of the Kit Kat Klub. Viv 

Jacobs and Rosemary Jones had gamely donned basques, high heels and 
fishnets to dance along to the night club anthem Mein Lieber Herr, but they 

were somewhat eclipsed by the arrival of Terry West and Richie Parry, 

similarly attired. All four earned a rousing response from the audience as 
they brought the first half of the show to a thrilling climax.  

Julie’s Angels help 
Community Hospital 

patients 
 

Sedgefield Community Hospital 

patients (and their families) are 

very appreciative of the efforts of 
Julie Welford and her happy band of 

volunteers. These unsung heroines 

work hard throughout the year to 
raise funds for the Amenity Fund at 

the hospital. Tombolas and sales 

held at the hospital and elsewhere 

have raised thousands of pounds. 
This money enables the hospital to 

provide gifts for patients and to buy 

extra equipment like special 
mattresses, cardiac machines, etc. 

Julie is especially keen to use the 

pages of the Sedgefield News to 
pass on her grateful thanks to 

those anonymous benefactors who 

regularly leave new or nearly-new 
items at the hospital that can be 

sold or raffled. 

The amenity fund team are running 
a fair at West Cornforth Church Hall 

at 1.30pm on Saturday 10th May 

and will also have a stall at 

Sedgefield Agricultural Show on 
Saturday August 9th. 

If anyone is able to volunteer help 

with future events, please 
telephone 654696 for more 

information.  
 

Christian Aid week 
11th – 17th May 
 

The arrangements for this year’s 

Christian Aid week annual house-
to-house collection should be well 

underway by the time you are 

reading this edition of Sedgefield 
News. Once again our dedicated 

collectors are giving freely of their 

time to call upon you and once 
again we ask you to give as 

generously as you can. 

Christian Aid seeks to support some 
of the world’s poorest people. Most 

of us have more than we need. Last 

year we collected over £4,000 from 
Sedgefield, Bradbury and Mordon. 

The national total was almost 

£15m. It is worth noting that if you 

are a UK tax payer, the amount you 
give can be increased (at no extra 

cost to you) by simply completing 

the details on the envelope. 
Christian Aid can then reclaim the 

tax you have already paid. 

Remember the ‘counter’s prayer’ – 
“Please let not all the coins be 

copper or small”. The larger 

denominations take so much less 
time to count! Thank you. 

David & Margaret Glass  

Every member of the Players was involved in the show, performed with no 

set, a few simple props and minimal costumes. Stan Seaman, new 

proprietor of the Hope Inn, was delighted by the success of the show and 
pleased to see the Rafters Bar put to such good use. With a full house 

every night and a super raffle generously supported by patrons, the show is 

set to make a handsome profit. Barclays Bank have agreed to match fund 

the profits raised, all of which will be put towards the development of 
staging facilities in the newly refurbished Parish Hall.  

The Players are now busy rehearsing in the Methodist Hall for their next 

production "Salt of the Earth" by John Godber. A richly humorous, 
affectionate and touching portrait of family life in the Yorkshire coalfields 

from 1947 to the present, this will also be the first Players' entry in the 

Wakefield Drama Festival later in May. The play will be performed in the 
Parish Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 8-Saturday 10 May. Tickets available 

from Selections or on 621000.   Norma Neal 

Come along and see the changes in the Parish Hall 
Wednesday 30th April, 

11am to 2pm and 5pm to 7pm 

Light refreshments will be served. 
The Town Council would like to say a big thank you to the people who have 

already purchased chairs for the refurbished Parish Hall. Chairs are still 

available to purchase at £25 per chair. 

DIDO Garden Party – Appeal for help 
DIDO (Days In Days Out), a project for the senior citizens of Sedgefield 

and the surrounding area, is having a Garden Party to celebrate its first 

anniversary.  We have made a request to Sedgefield Community 
Association to borrow their gazebos and chairs for this occasion, but 

unfortunately our request has been turned down because we are not a 

section of the SCA.  We are therefore asking whether there is anybody in 

the village who could lend us a gazebo and/or seating for Monday, 2 June, 
which we will collect and return.   Please contact either Linda on 620857 or 

Gloria on 623001. 
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PC Todd’s report 
Crime in general has fallen again 

this month but we are still receiving 

complaints of damage by youths. 
Whoever it is that is responsible for 

smashing windows, be it on a 

house or a vehicle, will be caught 
eventually either by the police or 

through a friend who is disgusted 

by their behaviour. 

Other crimes reported include a 
burglary at the cricket club where 

the front door was forced and a 

bottle of spirits stolen. There was 
also the theft of plants from a 

garden in The Leas.  

Until next time,   
Keith 
 

 

 

Pub Watch 
The monthly meeting was held in 
the Hope Inn. Licensees were made 

aware of various incidents within 

members’ premises. This has 
resulted in five persons being given 

written warnings regarding their 

unacceptable behaviour. Licensees 
would like to remind customers 

that the pub/club environment is 

for the enjoyment of everyone 
present and any rowdy behaviour 

will not be tolerated.  

 

 

Tim’s tips 
Four more people have been 

caught in the village. Fixed penalty 

notices were issued and more will 
follow if you don’t pick up your 

litter or pet’s leavings!  

 

Community SAFETY 

Chairman Ken Saiger, with members of Neighbourhood Watch executive 

invited Mel along to their meeting in April, as the normal Panel meeting in 

the Parish Hall could not take place (next Panel Meeting is now 10th June).  
Mel has been appointed to the post of Community Liaison Officer in 

Sedgefield Borough, within our local Police Force, a post previously held by 

Sarah Norman. Employed by Durham Constabulary for 3 ½ years, prior to 

this appointment she was the Special Constabulary Recruitment and 
Administration Officer for the North Area of County Durham. This role 

involved the recruitment process including administration, deployment, 

general administration for SC's as well as providing support to their 
operational requirements. 

As an active member of Neighbourhood Watch for over 15 years in her own 

street, Mel is well experienced in the activities undertaken by our type of 
voluntary body; and of the benefits it can bring to a locality. Her current 

role is to support the work within the community, identify areas that could 

benefit from creation of a Watch scheme and assist by providing 
advice/support where necessary. Mel will also provide information to 

scheme members who have been security vetted and signed up to the 

crime ring system - which provides information on activities they should be 

aware of. This could range from advising that there have been bogus 
callers/burglaries in the area, reminding members to be on their guard, to 

specific requests for assistance in observations to help the Police. 

Mel says that having worked within the voluntary sector for a number of 
years, she appreciates the good work performed by dedicated members 

within their communities. She looks forward to meeting more members 

from Sedgefield soon, and passed on her thanks to all members past & 
present for the work they have undertaken in making our  Neighbourhood 

Watch an effective scheme and an integral part of the community. 

Chairman Ken Saiger thanked Mel & Neil Langthorne for taking time to 
come to the Executive meeting and for the assistance provided at the 

meeting; and he looks forward to a continued & beneficial (for Sedgefield 

Village) working relationship with our local Police. 
Recorded Crime Figures - usually available at Panel meetings - summary 

from PC Todd since last Dec. meeting is; 11/12/07 - 9/02/08 Burglary, 1; 

Damage, 3; Theft, 1; Vehicle Theft, 5; Vehicle Damage, 3; 

10/2/ - 8/4/08  Burglary, 0; Damage, 5; Theft, 3; Vehicle Theft, 3; 
Vehicle Damage, 4. 

Please be vigilant & telephone the Police if you see suspicious persons or 

activities, even vehicles not usually seen. The Police are more than happy 
to have too much information than too little - it could help solve some of 

the above crimes!  Sgt Brian O'Connor has stressed that he is always 

willing to listen to anyone's concerns and if he is not on duty please leave 
contact details and he promises he will get back to you when next on duty. 

Sedgefield Village Neighbourhood &  

Crime Watch Panel meets Mel Elliott  

 
 

Relevant Telephone Numbers:  

(Remember if you don’t contact 

them, the Police/Community Force 

don’t know a problem exists) 
   

Community Warden Tim 

Spearey at Sedgefield: 623654  
or via Chilton Control Room ring: 

01388 721351 
 

  

Local Police: 0845 6060365 to 
report any concerns, seek advice or 

pass on information to the Police. 

(it may be prudent to keep a note 
of details of any conversation & 

obtain an incident no.) 
 

 

Crime Prevention Officer  
Neil Langthorne, 01325 742714 

and Community Liaison Officer,  

Melanie Elliot 01325 742755  
for advice or assistance 
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Jottings from  

Sedgefield Residents’ Forum  

 

April Meeting   
 
To keep you up to date on the proposed Holiday Park 

Appeal Inquiry, we can report that currently the Town 

Council and Residents’ Forum have agreed to work 

together with professional support funded by the 
Town Council. It was hoped that the partnership 

would extend to the Sedgefield Borough Council but 

incredibly, a letter from the Chief Executive indicated 
that collaboration would invite criticism and cause 

them difficulties. There will be a petition so if anyone 

can help, please get in touch; updates and contacts 
are posted on the notice board outside the library. 

With the North Road Safe Crossing Area nearing 

completion, access across to the village centre from 
Durham Road should be improved. Enquiries are 

ongoing with regard to an additional crossing further 

North on the same road.  
The Forum was notified that the vacancy on the 

Borough Council would not go to the May 1st election 

and the vacancy may not be filled at all. Concern was 

expressed that one Borough Councillor missing could 
have a detrimental impact on Sedgefield village at 

Borough meetings.  

Some good news about footpath repairs; we are 
reliably informed that money is in the budget for this 

and next year. 

The Resident representative on the Patients’ Panel 
agreed to investigate reasons for the refusal of two-

monthly prescriptions. 

We have received disconcerting reports of two small 
dogs running loose in the village and also of a number 

of cats and rabbits being killed. The Police have been 

notified and they urge anyone with information to 

contact them. 
Concerns regarding the need and consequences of the 

erection of an unsightly barbed wire fence 

incorporating numerous gates around East Park were 
raised. A councillor agreed to take up the matter with 

Durham County Council. 

In the last newsletter we reported the agreement 
between objecting residents and Hardwick Hall Hotel 

management to avoid disturbance to the community; 

please continue to report any instances of noise to the 
SBC. 

25 residents came to this month’s meeting so if you 

want to attend or raise a village issue, come along to 
the next one; everyone is welcome.  

Agenda & Minutes will be available from the Town 

Council Office and available to read in the library  

Next meeting: Monday 5th May in the Fletcher Room 
in the Parish Hall at 7.30p.m.  

Village veterans request a 
loan of your memorabilia 

 

Sedgefield Village Veterans Group hopes to put on 
two Exhibitions, one in May and one in June.  

The first Exhibition will be a ‘down memory lane’ 

about Winterton Hospital. This is where old 
photograph albums (one already offered), letters 

from old patients, mementos of that time and any 

other memorabilia would help to make this a great 

day. Paintings, pictures or just your written 
memories would also be very welcome. A lot of the 

above may be hiding in lofts and drawers. Any such 

items would not be held by us but copied there and 
then and returned to the owners ASAP. Help us 

make this a great day and, once we know that there 

is a real interest from you (early indications show 
that there is), we will advertise a date and time. 

Any exhibits for entry, photographs or memorabilia, 

please let us know by the end of May. 
The second Exhibition is to be held in Ceddesfeld 

Hall over the weekend of 28th/ 29th June, covering 

the ‘Small Wars’ between 1950 and 1985. The 
intention is to highlight many of the campaigns 

during this period, such as Malaya, Korea, Cyprus, 

Suez, Aden, Borneo and the Falklands.  

The same promise is as above in relation to any 
items of memorabilia that may be offered.  

Any exhibits you can offer, as above,  

please let us know by the end of May. 
Contact number 01740 623654. 
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As I look out of the window to see the 
latest torrents of rain, sleet and hail, it’s 
hard to comprehend that the cricket 
season is upon us.  The County 
Championship is underway and Durham 
CCC have high hopes for building on last 
year’s successful summer.  Closer to 
home, Sedgefield Cricket Club will be as 
active as ever – I will try and bring you 
some early season news next month.  
Meanwhile, thoughts of cricket take me 
back to a special occasion last August and 
a trip to Lords for the Friends Provident 
Trophy final and Durham’s first major cup 
triumph.  Halcyon days! 
 
Football 
The Sunday league football season is just 
about complete.  As ever Sedgefield’s 
leading club is St. Edmund’s and their 
campaign is reaching an exciting climax.  
Andrew Watson reports. 
From 9th March, the team enjoyed five 
successive wins, beating Kelloe WMC, 
Brandon Bay Horse twice, Hetton Lyons (4
-1 no less!) and then Kelloe WMC again in 
a 2-0 away victory thanks to second half 
goals by striking sensation Craig Mason 
and then Eddie Johnson with a ‘screamer’ 
that was one of the goals of the season.  
This run of form put St. Edmund’s FC joint 
top of the league, which is a tremendous 
achievement.  I will bring you the final 
outcome of the race for the title next 
month.  
St. Edmund’s also recently contended two 
cup semi-finals, both against Hetton 
Lyons.  Unfortunately, in both the League 
Cup and Staffieri Cup semis, Hetton ran 
out 3-0 winners.  However, once again, 
the team from St. Edmund’s have 
acquitted themselves well in every 
competition that they have entered.  
Thanks to Andrew for the update.  
I stated above that St. Edmund’s is 
Sedgefield’s leading Sunday league team, 
but next season could see that position 
challenged by the Black Lion.  With just 
three games to go (at the time of writing 
this), the team is incredibly close to 
joining St. Edmund’s in the Premier 
League.   Six points from those three 
games will guarantee promotion and if 
results go their way there is an outside 
chance of winning the league. 
The Black Lion have had a very good 
season so far with promotion (if gained) 
being more than deserved.  The team 
have dug in and stuck together throughout 
the campaign, with everybody playing 
their part one way or another.  Recent 
weeks have been very challenging, with 
injuries to key players making the 
promotion push ever more difficult.  Daniel 
Newby suffered knee ligament damage 
and a broken toe nail (the latter 
apparently causing particular distress!), 
while Anthony Smyth has had to deal with 
ankle ligament damage and Martin Hirst 
broke a toe. 
I am told that the defining moment of the 
Black Lion’s season was definitely the 4-3 
away victory against Burnside WMC.  The 
‘Lions’ (I’m not sure that lion is the right 
term for someone who cries off with a 
broken toe nail) were down to nine men 
for the last 10 minutes of the game but 
hung on to get a priceless win, in what 
was a very hostile environment – the word 
is that huge credit must go to John Barber 

SPORTS UPDATE         with chrisjlines@aol.com 

for his role in gaining this victory.  It was 
during this game that Smyth picked up his 
untimely injury.  Look out next month for 
news of the outcome of the promotion 
battle and an update on Newby’s toe nail 
trauma.  I will also bring you the full story 
of the remarkable turnaround in Crosshills 
FC’s season. 
 
Junior Football 
The season is now over for Sedgefield 
Youth FC, as Ryan Towler explains. Of the 
team’s final three games, they won one 6-
1, drew another 2-2 and lost the third 5-1.  
This means that in their first season 
Sedgefield Youth FC finished in fourth 
position in their league, which represents a 
great performance.  Everyone in the club is 
very pleased with this result (though just as 
ambitious to achieve even better results 
next season).  
Like the senior teams, the club suffered 
casualties towards the end of their 
campaign, with Jamie Hurd chipping a bone 
in his knee and now on crutches for six 
weeks, and Martin Worthington breaking his 
foot.  Here’s hoping both lads will be back 
in action soon and congratulations to all at 
Sedgefield Youth FC for a great first 
season.  Thanks to Ryan for keeping us up 
to date. 
 
Squash 
The Durham & Cleveland Leagues have now 
finished with all of Sedgefield Squash Club’s 
teams ending the season well in their 
respective divisions; two teams finished in 
promotion positions.  The 1st team finished 
top of the 4th division, the 2nd team finished 
3rd in the 5th division and the 3rd team 
finished runners up in the 6th division, one 
point behind the winners.  Congratulations 
to all of the team players for making the 
season as successful as it was, and here’s 
hoping that they continue their success 
next season. The ladies’ friendly team 
thoroughly enjoyed their season and 
produced many promising results.  
Sedgefield is hoping to enter a ladies’ team 
into the Durham & Cleveland Leagues next 
season. To top the season off, Sedgefield 
Squash Club was recently recognised at the 
Sedgefield Youth Awards Ceremony, with 
coach Peter Redshaw picking up the Senior 
Youth Leader Award. 
Meanwhile, the club introduced racketball 
at the start of April, to encourage people 
who have never played squash, or who 
played a number of years ago and think 
squash is now too energetic for them, to 
give the sport a try.  Through this, the club 
hopes to widen its audience and attract 
new members.  Racketball is not as 
physically demanding as squash and is 
therefore regarded as an easier sport. 
If you would like any information about the 
squash club, please contact Chris or Julia 
Rowsby on (01740) 621125 - new 
members are always welcome. 
 
Sedgefield Harriers 
Sedgefield Harriers made a good start to 
the track and field season on 13th April in 
the Shildon Open Track & Field Meet.  
Competing against athletics clubs from 
right across the North East the results were 
as follows: U11 Boys 60m Matthew 
Bowman 10.50 secs, Thomas Flatters 11.00 
secs; U11 Boys 150m Matthew Bowman 
27.30 secs; U11 Boys 600m Adam Flatters 

2:19.30 secs; U15 Boys 800m Jonathan 
Baines 2:22.8 secs; U11 Boys Long Jump 
Adam Flatters 2.69m, Matthew Bowman 
2.57m; U11 Boys Cricket Ball Matthew 
Bowman 24.85m. 
This was an encouraging start to what 
promises to be a very good season for the 
juniors in the Sedgefield vest.  The club now 
has over 50 juniors receiving coaching in 
athletic events from four qualified coaches.  
As well as endurance running, including 
cross country and middle distance track 
events, the junior athletes receive coaching 
in sprints, throws (javelin and shot) and 
jumps (long jump and triple jump).   
Training for the under 11s is designed to be 
fun while learning serious skills which 
underpin the run, jumps and throws.  Over 
11s take part in structured athletics training, 
learning the benefits of preparation through 
warm up and the technical aspects of their 
events, as well as training for competition. 
Marie Walker has recently completed a Level 
2 UK Athletics coaching licence at 
Gateshead, joining Scott Hydon and Ean 
Parsons as qualified development coaches, 
meeting the requirements to lead coached 
sessions for children and adults.  The 
coaching team is completed by UK Athletics 
Level 1 Assistant Coach Diane Baines and 
assisted by sports student Grace Newton. 
The junior section of the Harriers, started by 
Scott Hydon has been ‘running’ for nearly 
two years and already has a number of very 
promising youngsters, illustrating the talent 
that can come through locally where there is 
an athletics structure to nurture it.  Although 
young athletes usually start competing from 
11 years and upwards the Harriers have 
purposely targeted young people from seven 
years to give them the grounding necessary 
to compete later on.  This grounding 
includes developing fitness, coordination and 
technique, as well as ensuring that sessions 
are fun.  The coaches are able to pass on 
their experience to young athletes, 
developing the skills, technique and fitness.  
Athletics also develops life skills, teaching 
self-discipline and tenacity as well as self-
confidence and presentation. 
Sedgefield Harriers has an all-inclusive 
approach.  There are no barriers to coming 
along, expensive equipment is not a pre-
requisite and sessions cost only £1.  Anyone 
interested should contact Scott Hydon on  
01740 620251. 
Two senior Harriers took part in the London 
Marathon this year.  Congratulations to 
Rosie Sims who finished in 3hrs 43mins, 
competing for the third time, and to Nick 
Burchall who ‘won’ his entry at the Harriers 
Christmas Party taking up the Harriers’ first 
‘club entry’ as a UK Athletics affiliated club 
and who completed the 26 miles in 4hrs 
12mins. 
Commiserations to Ian Blakemore, who was 
due to take part in the London Marathon, 
but broke a bone in his leg the week before 
while playing football for Crosshills FC (yes, 
yet another football injury!).  He’ll be back 
next year.  One Crosshills player did 
complete the course.  Mark Stanley, 
participating in his first marathon, got 
around in under five hours – congratulations 
from all at the club.  
 
That’s all for this month.  As ever, send 
any sports news to me on 
chrisjlines@aol.com. 
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North East Concertina Players 
We meet in the Oldham Room at Ceddesfeld Hall (run by Sedgefield 

Community Association) on the second Sunday of the month from 2pm to 

5pm (except July and August).  We promote and encourage the playing of 
concertinas of all systems, and players of any standard /experience are 

welcome.  Your first visit is free and £1 a session after that, which includes 

tea/coffee and biscuits.  There is an annual membership fee of £5. 

Our chairman, Dave Turner, is an experienced music tutor/mentor, based 
on Teesside and he is available to help beginners get started with the 

English concertina from 1pm to 2pm, before the meeting.  This workshop 

provides an opportunity to play tunes as slowly and steadily as needed to 
build confidence and give participants experience of playing with other 

musicians.  Alternatively, just come along to the regular meeting from 2pm 

to 5 pm 
The first hour is given over to playing one or two pieces, usually chosen by 

our chairman, in which various parts are shared out and played as an 

ensemble from the dots.  In the second hour, anyone wishing to do so, can 
play a solo. Then each member of the group chooses a piece from the 

repertoire which is played by the whole group. We base ourselves on the 

concertina bands which were popular in the first half of the last century, so 

our repertoire is taken from many sources including folk tunes, light opera 
and classical pieces, songs from shows and themes from films. Contact   

Dave Turner: Telephone 01642 588197 or email mail@daveturner.org.uk  

CeddesFolk 
We meet in Ceddesfeld Hall (Sedgefield Community Association) on the first 

Wednesday of the month from 8pm to 10.30pm.  We promote and 

encourage the playing of acoustic music of all kinds and players of any 
standard /experience are welcome.   The cost is £1 a session (50p 

concessions).  Regular participants become affiliated members of the 

Community Association at a small cost. The bar always has a guest cask ale 

on tap and prices are very reasonable. 
Our organiser is Sandy Clubley (melodeon, whistles and voice). To date 

regular participants include two competent fiddle players, two singer 

guitarists, other whistle and concertina players and singers. 
Our group is very new so we don’t have a core of tunes which have evolved 

over time into the ‘session repertoire’ and in our eagerness to share tunes 

quickly, we have resorted to dots. I hear a sharp intake of breath from 
traditionalists!  Everyone is encouraged to bring a few copies of the notation 

for the tune they want to play. Even the singer guitarists now bring along 

dots for the chorus! The advantage is that, however painfully, whether from 
lack of sight reading skill or lack of mastery of an instrument, we all have 

access to the tune being played.  This workshop-like approach provides an 

opportunity to play tunes as slowly and steadily as needed to build 

confidence and give participants experience of playing with other musicians.  
Anyone wishing to do so, can play a solo.  If you are new to session playing 

or just want to give it a try, now would be a good time to join us. 

Contact Sandy Clubley on 01740 620609 or email sandy@clubleys.co.uk 

in January as January had been 

deemed a Seat Belt Purge Month 

and, normally, I would have just 
received a warning. I believe that 

these Police initiatives are unfair 

and open to abuse by targeting  the 

wrong people, as in my case. The 
Police time would be better spent in 

targeting the real criminals, killers, 

robbers, drug dealers etc. and not 
biting the hand that feeds them. 

Where are the friendly, polite Police 

one sees on the television? 
Certainly not in the Durham 

constabulary, perhaps a television 

camera crew would be the answer! 
Something needs to be done before 

the general public withdraw their 

goodwill towards the Police entirely. 

I hope Angela will make a complaint 
as I have, otherwise this easy 

money, soft targeting, rude and 

aggressive Policing will continue. 
We are paying for this service and 

enough is enough. 

Name and address supplied.  
 
Inconsiderate dog owners 

As a concerned and annoyed 

resident of The Meadows, I would 
like the person whose dog continues 

to foul gardens and entrances to 

driveways to stop this disgusting 
habit. School children walk on these 

footpaths - please stop before 

someone is ill. 

I like dogs very much but it is 
inconsiderate dog owners who are 

responsible - use the bins provided 

or take it home. 
Name and address supplied  

Enjoy good music 
and do a good turn! 
 

The concert being held on 10th May 
at Sedgefield Methodist Church is to 

raise much needed funds. Amongst 

other things, a new heating system 
is required for the church halls. It’s 

a costly job and anyone who uses 

the building through the winter 

might be heard saying “Hear Hear!” 
See the Diary page for details. 

 

Summer singing 
 

There’s another concert to look 

forward to at the end of June, when 
Sedgefield Lyric Singers, Lirica and 

the Youth Choir will be performing 

‘en famille’ in the Parish Hall.  
Tickets will be available from 

Selections or Audrey Lofthouse 

(62062) or from other members of 
the choirs. Details on page 8. 

Letters 
Continued from page 9 
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A FREE service to non-

commercial organisations May Events Diary 
Mobile Movies 

'Stardust' PG  

Parish hall 2nd May 6.30pm 

Entry £1.50 all ages. 
No need to book, pay on the door 

Under 8's need accompanying adult 

Refreshments on sale too.  
 

Local History Society 
7.45pm at Ceddesfeld Hall 

Monday 5th May  
Andrew Birley on 

Vindolanda - Letters from the 

Frontier of the Civilised World 
All welcome  

 

Residents’ Forum 
Monday 5th May  

in the Fletcher Room in the Parish 

Hall at 7.30pm  
 

Sedgefield Mags  
Monday 5th May  

8pm in the Nag’s Head 

‘Sedgefield Mags’ run a bus to all 

Newcastle United home games 
 

Sedgefield Gardening Club 
Tuesday 6th May  

7.30pm at Ceddesfeld Hall  

How to make a hanging basket  

by Finchale College 
 All welcome 

 

Sedgefield WI 
AGM and Resolutions 

Wednesday 7th May 

Parish Hall 7.15pm 

Members’ competition -   
A decorative photograph frame 

Visitors welcome £1.50 
 

CeddesFolk Traditional 
Acoustic Session 

Ceddesfeld Hall from 8pm 

Wednesday 7th May 
Join our line up of fiddles, whistles, 

squeezeboxes, guitars, ukuleles ... 
 

Sedgefield Civic Trust 
Thursday 8th May 

7pm at 32 Turnpike Way, Winterton 
Everyone welcome 

 

The Sedgefield Players 
present 

Salt of the Earth 

by John Godber 
at 7.30 pm on Thursday 8th,  

Friday 9th & Saturday 10th May  

in Sedgefield Parish Hall 
Tickets  £6 (£5 concessions) 

available from Selections  

and members of The Players 

(01740 621 000)  
 

Sedgefield Farmers’ Market 

Sunday 10th May  
on the Village Green 

Spring Concert  
Sedgefield Methodist Church 

Saturday 10th MAY at 7 pm  

in aid of Church funds 
Featuring LIRICA,  

Sedgefield Lyrics Youth Choir, 

Sedgefield Handbell Ringers  

& other supporting acts. 
Tickets £5 from Mr Glass, 621618: 

Mrs Dickerson, 621093:  

Mrs Maloney, 621310: Mrs Spring, 
621196 or any Church member. 

 

Annual Town Meeting 
Monday 12th May 

7.30pm 

Parish Hall 
All welcome. 

 

Sedgefield Village  
Veterans Group  

Thursday 15th May 

7.30pm in the Parish Hall 
 

Mediaeval Fayre 
Saturday 17th May 

 

Family History Group 
(branch of Cleveland FHS) 

Monday 19th May 
Ceddesfeld Hall 

7:45pm 

“Royal Goings On – What’s not 

in the History Books” 
Mrs S Hamilton 

New members are always welcome 
  

Ferryhill, Sedgefield & 
District Flower Club 

Tuesday 20th May  

7.30pm in the Parish Hall 
“Another Bunch of Daisies” 

Linda Hardman 

North West Area Demonstrator 
All Welcome 

 

Sedgefield Wildlife Group 
Thursday 22nd May  

Visit to Hawthorn Dene 

Meet Parish Hall car park at 
6.30pm 

More details from  

Steve Ashton 620559 
All Welcome 

 

Bingo at Ceddesfeld Hall 
Saturday 31st May 

Doors open 7pm  Eyes down 7.45 

Cash Prizes. Bar open 
 

May @ Sedgefield Library 
 

Tickle Time 

Monday 12th 2.15-3pm 
Rhyme Time 

Wednesdays 14th, 10-11am 

Toy Library 
Wednesdays 7th & 21st, 10-11am 

(cont in next column) 

Sedgefield Library (cont) 
Book Circle  

Wednesday 21st at 2pm  
Crafts and entertainment for the children over 

the holiday please contact the library for 

more detail 
 

Round Table 
1st, 3rd & 5th Thursdays 

Sporting, social and charitable 

events - new members welcome 

Contact Rob on 629079  
 

Ladies' Circle 

2nd & 4th Thursdays 
Sporting, social and charitable 

events - new members welcome 

Contact Viv on 629079  
 

Country Market  
Friday mornings in the Parish Hall, 

restarts on 2nd May. 
 

Mother & Toddler Group 
Methodist Church 

Mondays from 1.15 - 2.45 pm   

Term time only. Call 620572 
 

Sedgefield Playgroup  
Methodist Church Hall 

Vacancies for children aged 2+ 
Mon/Tues/Wed/Thurs 9.15-11.45 

 

St Edmund’s Church 
Weddings and Baptisms can be 

arranged in church on Thursdays  

at 6.30pm. 
 

101 Gigs in May 
03 The Penny Black, Hartburn 

05 The Durham Ox, Coundon. 4pm 

10 The Sportsman, Eaglescliffe             

17 Pelaw Inn, Gateshead 
18 Normanby Hotel, Normanby 

20 Elgins Bar, Redcar 

21 Tap And Spile, Guisborough 
23 The Golden Fleece, Crook 

24 Grand Hotel, Bishop Auckland 

29 The Gold Medal, Low Fell 
30 The Cleveland Hotel, Redcar 

31 The Vic, Cassop 
 

Looking ahead 
Sedgefield Gardening Club 

Tuesday 3rd June 

Potentilla National Plant Collection, 

Ponteland. Leave Ceddesfeld 6pm 
 

Summer Concert  
Lyric Singers, Lirica & Slyc  

Friday 27th & Saturday 28th June  

at 7.30pm in the Parish Hall 
 

Sedgefield Show 
No meeting in May 

Next meeting 
Thursday 12th June 

Nag’s Head 8pm 

Everyone welcome 
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Your Letters Lunch Break Litter  

As a resident of Sedgefield for only 

3 years, I am, on the whole, very 

proud to be living in a beautiful 

village drenched in a lot of history. 

I do however, become very 

frustrated with the minority of 

residents who are on occasions 

very rude and unpleasant about 

some of our younger residents and 

those in authority.  

I am astounded that the author of 

the article titled Lunch Break Litter 

would write something so rude 

about our local Headteacher who 

has made vast educational 

progress and who has taken our 

local school to a standard that is 

regarded as one of the best in the 

County. I believe in constructive 

criticism and I am sure our 

Headteacher would share my 

thoughts on this, but this article 

was nothing but offensive and 

ignorant which does not help 

anyone or anything. This rudeness 

is also not setting a very good 

example to our young people.  

As a trained and experienced Youth 

and Community Worker, I also feel 

it necessary to defend the young 

people of our village. On the whole, 

the young people who live in our 

village are pleasant, well mannered 

individuals. Young people get a lot 

of bad press and I think we should 

start to celebrate the success of 

our young people and focus on the 

positive contribution young people 

make to our village as it is too easy 

to always focus on the negatives.  

Going back to the Lunch Break 

Litter article, some of our residents 

also need to realise that education 

starts at home. Our Headteacher 

and her colleagues do their utmost 

to educate our young people but 

the most influential people in a 

young person's life are their 

parents. Perhaps a chat in the 

home about the effects of dropping 

litter in the street may help to 

alleviate some of the concerns 

raised in the said article. 

Alternatively, some of our older 

residents may wish to undertake 

some voluntary work to help our 

younger residents find something 

to do and somewhere to go and to 

address some of the social 

education mentioned in this article. 

Change happens when people come 

together and get involved - not just 

by criticising. Let's not live in a 

blame culture, let's be solution 

focused and find answers to some 

of these problems together. 

Please can we all stop pointing the 

finger at our young people and 

those in authority and start by 

asking ourselves, 'What can I do to 

help make a difference?' And, 

before you reply, yes, I am 

volunteering my services to help 

make a difference to our local 

community. Actions speak louder 

than words.  

Claire Joss 

 
 

Responses to ‘driving’ letters 

1. Stockton Road – A689 to 
A177 

The problem of losing your sight-

line westwards when waiting in the 
gap in the central of reservation 

because a vehicle has “overtaken” 

on the near side can be addressed 

by positioning yourself as near to 
the nearside of the gap as possible. 

This assumes that you intend to 

turn left towards Stockton at the 
A177. If you are joined by a vehicle 

on your offside caution will needed 

when moving away if the 
“overtaking” vehicle cuts into the 

nearside lane. 

The reason given for the wide gap 
in the central reservation is to allow 

buses to turn. 

   

2. Speeding between Fishburn 
and Sedgefield 

I feel that Angela does not have a 

case when she says “ …a simple 
caution …to make me think about 

my speed.”  Has she never thought 

about her speed? Does she never 

check her speed? Fifty-three miles 
per hour is 30% over the speed 

limit. I assume that the speed-trap 

was in place to catch the “boy/girl 
racers”. There is often evidence of 

off-carriageway incidents along that 

road. Brush up your motoring with 
the Institute of Advance Drivers or 

the ROSPA driving test. 

R Smeeton 

 

 

Copy for the June edition of Sedgefield News should be sent by  

May 15th please, to 58 Front Street, Sedgefield TS21 2AQ:  

phone 629011: email sedgefieldnews@hotmail.com  
Views expressed in Sedgefield News are not necessarily those of the publisher: we 

strive to be impartial & independent. We reserve the right to edit contributions & will 

not publish letters of unknown authorship. Please include contact details in 
correspondence. 

Don’t bite the hand that feeds 

you! 

Having read Angela’s letter in the 
April edition, I can sympathise with 

her wholeheartedly. I too suffered 

a similar nasty incident at the 

hands of a PC with the Durham 
constabulary, which is currently 

going through the Police 

complaints procedure. 
I am a middle aged lady, learner 

driver, who on a cold Sunday 

afternoon in January, was 
practicing some reverse 

manoeuvres in a deserted 

company car park on a desolate 
Newton Aycliffe trading estate. 

Having removed my seat belt in 

order to carry out these 

manoeuvres, I inadvertently left 
the car park without re-applying it 

and drove onto a side road to be 

confronted almost immediately by 
a Police car coming towards me. 

Turning around he proceeded to 

follow me for a couple of hundred 
yards then, in exactly the same 

manner as Angela’s incident, the 

blue light was activated and I was 
pulled over! At this stage my 

husband and I were completely 

unaware of any problem. On 
reaching my car, the officer pulled 

open the door and in a hostile and 

aggressive manner asked me a 

question regarding my speed. He 
then noticed I was not wearing a 

seat belt (a crime against 

humanity by all accounts) and 
ordered me into the back of his 

car! 

Incidentally, I later discovered that 
the choice was actually mine as to 

whether I got into the Police car or 

not. You need only get into the 
back of a Police car if you are 

being arrested or resisting arrest. 

This will come as a revelation to 

most law-abiding citizens as it did 
us. However, the next 30 minutes 

locked in the back of the Police car 

were the most upsetting, 
humiliating and hostile I have ever 

encountered. This man clearly had 

some anger management issues. 
I was given a £30 fixed penalty 

and was later informed by an 

inspector that I had been 
unfortunate to have been stopped 

Continued on page 7 


